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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 January 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1^9 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-9 have been examined in response to application filed 01/30/2004. 

« 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed and placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: Figure 5 reference character 121. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference 
character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: Currently the 
wording of claim 5 is not grammatically correct. Suggestions for correcting the claim to 
allow for clear readability include: 

The object display device according to claim 1, wherein the appearance 
changing unit changes the appearance of the first object into semi-transparent, 
when the visibility determining unit determines that the first object hides the 
second object, 
or 

The object display device according to claim 1, wherein the appearance 
changing unit, when the visibility determining unit determines that the first object 
hides the second object, changes the appearance of the first object into semi- 
transparent. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 1 and 4-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Emmanuel Bagnas (US Patent 5,805,163), hereinafter "Bagnas". 

As to independent claims 1, 8, and 9 Bagnas discloses an object display 
device, method and computer program product comprising: 

a visibility determining unit that determines whether a first object to be handled 
on a screen hides a second object that has been displayed on the screen (column 2 
lines 11-14, column 3 lines 49-55, column 4 lines 53-56). Bagnas teaches this 
limitation by displaying a first window with a second window overlapping the first 
window. He further teaches logic that discloses determining corresponding grid of 
pixels of the monitor with the overlapping grid of pixels; and 

an appearance changing unit that changes, depending on determination by the 
visibility determining unit, appearance of the first object so that the second object 
becomes visible (column 2 lines 15-16, column 3 lines 55-57 and 66 through column 4 
line 1 ). Bagnas teaches this limitation with the second window that is hiding the first 
window being transparent, so that information within the first window is visible. 

As to dependent claim 4, Bagnas teaches wherein the visibility determining unit 
determines whether the first object hides the second object, based on a position of the 
first object and the second object (column 2 lines 15-16 taught as the overlapping of 
one window over another). 
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As to dependent claim 5, Bagnas teaches wherein the appearance changing 
unit changes, when the visibility determining unit determines that the first object hides 
the second object, the appearance of the first object into semi-transparent (Fig. 6A -> 
this taught by overlapping winding still having its visual attributes displayed while 
allowing the window that it overlaps to be viewed). 

As to dependent claim 6, Bagnas teaches wherein the second object includes a 
plurality of existing objects (Fig. 6 A), and the appearance changing unit alters 
transparency of the first object depending on a state of overlapping of the existing 
objects (column 5 lines 6-1 1 -> taught as the selected pixels will determine the way in 
which the window will be viewed). 

As to dependent claim 7, Bagnas teaches wherein the appearance changing 
unit alters transparency of the first object depending on color of the second object 
(column 4 lines 16-30, column 5 lines 6-34 -> taught as the color of the pixel in the 
window being overlapped will effect the transparency of the overlapping window). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/766,859 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2176 

7. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bagnas. 

As to dependent claims 2 and 3, note the discussion above, Bagnas 
teaches a first object (window). However, Bagnas does- not explicitly teach a first 
object being added in the screen or moved on the screen. Bagnas does imply however 
that it is well known in the art to have windows moved within an environment and to be 
opened (launched), which is equivalent to added to a display within an environment 
(column 1 lines 30-47). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incurred that the window hiding other windows would be 
one that was added or moved on the screen which conforms to normal procedures and 
operations of modifying, opening, and closing windows in most computer environments. 

x Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record on Form PTO 892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea N. Long whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1055. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Andrea Long 
02/13/2007 




